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Stewardship at Superior Central
Alger County, Upper Peninsula, Michigan

Wildlife & Water

Students worked to improve wildlife habitat by 
planting forested areas on land owned by the 
school district, and followed it up with a water 
quality monitoring project that included building 
small boats called pirogues.

The two-part project connected students with 
community partners including foresters, farmers, 
botanists, and engineers, and tied into existing 
environmental science classes. 

Teachers Tim Bliss and Erin Menhennick led 40 
Superior Central middle school and high school 
students in the project through the entire school 
year of 2014-2015.

introduction

2014-15 Partners: 
Superior Central School

Superior Watershed Partnership
Alger County Conservation District

Marquette County Conservation District 
Marquette Food Co-op

Log Cabin Livestock
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Forest Habitat Creation

Working in Partnership

This project was a  joint effort between Superior Central Schools, the Alger County Conservation 
District, and the Marquette County Conservation District. The school contributed land it had 
previously let local farmers use for hay, and the conservation districts helped with designing the 
reforestation, purchasing native trees and plants, and providing tools and guidance as the 
students worked to replant the area.

Interns from Michigan Technological University and Northern Michigan University helped the 
students with planting, and remote wildlife cameras were set up for ongoing educational 
information. The goal was ambitious: To reforest a cleared plot of land into native wildlife habitat, 
creating a unique educational opportunity and a lasting legacy in the community.

forest habitat

"There's a huge emphasis on 
maintaining the diversity of the 

ecosystem,  and not just maintaining 
the ecosystem."

-- Holly Anderson, NMU student and 
conservation intern
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A legacy that will grow

❏ 500 white pines

❏ Dozens of apple trees

❏ Native grasses

❏ Native flowers

❏ Berry and nut trees/shrubs

❏ Open spaces for habitat

forest habitat

Forest habitat planting designed by students at Superior 
Central with the help of the Alger County Conservation 
District.
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photo gallery

Reforestation in action

Students plant trees and native seeds on land near Superior Central School
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Teaching water stewardship
Superior Central teacher Tim Bliss is leading a 

second part of the school's stewardship 
project, to allow students to build their own 
13-foot small boats, or pirogues. At the end of 
the year, students go on a multi-day camping 
trip on a local body of water, and earn credit for 
educational lessons including natural history, 
water quality, field sketching, and invasive 
species.
The project addresses Great Lakes Literacy 

Principles and also met core curriculum 
requirements and standards. Community 
partners included the Alger County 
Conservation District, which helped with water 
quality testing kits and information on invasive 
species. Students also examined water quality 
and local history to learn about the school's 
Quarry Pond.


boat building

Reach and Impact

● 80 students, 2 teachers
● Grades 6-12 and college
● 40+ class hours
● 6 community partners
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Stewardship in the Community
A culture of sustainability and care for natural resources

The project fits in with the school's overall Natural Resources 
Initiative, in its third year, which includes:

▪ Green School status, including solar panels at the school

▪ Two wind turbines powering an aquaponics system

▪ Participation in an 8-year water quality study with Alger County

▪ Hoop house and hydroponics system growing food for the school 
lunch program

▪ Salmon and Perch in the Classroom programs with the DNR

▪ A 1.6-mile Nature Trail on which free cross-country ski lessons are 
held

At Superior Central, outside learning is emphasized. The school is 
surrounded by an agricultural region which also offers forests, 
lakes, fish and game habitats for students to explore.

curriculum connections

"We hope that the 
ultimate outcome of 

this project will be that 
our students develop a 
strong sense of pride in 
their accomplishments 

as well as a sense of 
ownership of our 

natural resources." 
-- Tim Bliss, teacher



Through this immersive project, 
students have gained a true sense 
of stewardship and pride in their 
contribution. 
Tim Bliss
Superior Central Schools
Teacher



The Great Lakes Stewardship 
Initiative was launched in 2007 
with the goal of developing 
knowledgeable and active 
stewards of the Great Lakes, 
through hands-on learning in 
schools and communities.
It supports nine regional hubs 
including the Upper Great 
Lakes Stewardship Initiative.

Upper Great Lakes 
Stewardship Initiative

glsi.superiorwatersheds.org
For more information, contact

jenn@superiorwatersheds.org
www.glstewardship.org
906-227-2043

this project is supported by


