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Connecting to Nature 
at Teaching Family Homes
Marquette County, Upper Peninsula, Michigan

Improving Their Surroundings

Students at Teaching Family Homes in the 
Marquette area connected with the existing 
nature trail on their school campus, first by 
studying the area and learning about natural 
resources in the classroom, then by writing and 
designing trail signs with the help of a local 
graphic design company, Genesis Graphics. 

Finally, students helped put the signs up at the 
trail, to serve as a permanent enrichment asset 
for current and future students and residents of 
Teaching Family Homes, visitors to its ropes 
course and the public.

Teaching Family Homes is a private, non-profit 
child welfare agency, providing a continuum of 

services to children and families in need. 
Marquette-Alger Regional Educational Service 

Agency special education teachers lead 
instruction at its campus school. 

introduction

2015 Partners: 
Teaching Family Homes

Superior Watershed Partnership
Genesis Graphics

Marquette-Alger Regional Educational 
Service Agency

Cliffs Mining Museum
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Expanding Classrooms Outdoors
Learning from the Community

The first steps in the process were for 

TFH students to learn about the forest 

environment of the trails, about local 

history, and about the process they'd 

use to make the signage.  They visited 

several local museums to learn about 

their topics and study examples of 
informational signage.

Then, they drafted the information 

they learned into topics, worked with 

outside sources to make sure it was 

accurate, then wrote text and drew 
pictures that would be made into signs. 

place-based education

● Historical Inquiry
● Humans and the Environment
● Citizenship
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Making it Happen
collaboration

Above, an original student drawing. 
At left, the final result as Teaching 
Family Homes and Superior 
Watershed Partnership staff worked 
together to install the signs. 
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Seeing Science in Daily Life

Learning about 
different, yet 
related, 
environmental 
factors like native 
animals and the 
water cycle was a 
key part of the signs 
project. Students 
then drew their own 
art based on 
personal 
experiences.

environmental connections
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Creating a Community Trail
In the final stages of the project,. Genesis 

Graphics in Escanaba took the writings and 
drawings from the students and created 
informational signage to grace the trail. 
Teaching Family Homes and Superior 

Watershed Partnership staff took on the task of 

building, placing and installing the signs on the 

nature trail. The educational impact of 

information about the surrounding ecosystem 

and watershed,and the history of the area will 

inform all trail users, including community 
members.

cooperation

Reach and Impact

● 16 students
● 3 teachers

● 8 signs
● 57 class hours
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Long-Term Impact on Education
The trail signs project touched on several 

school needs. Teaching Family Homes' mandate is 
to educate foster care youth ages 6 to 17, and help 
them change adverse behaviors to be able to 
express themselves and learn. The social and 
emotional interaction required by the collaborative 
project was difficult for some kids, but they rose to 
the challenge.

The impact on the students was clear, 
according to the project teachers, who noticed 
better classroom behavior and a feeling of 
community engagement and pride. Lead teacher 
Andrew Dalian also was happy to see the students 
have a long, productive discussion and resolution of 
a budgeting problem that arose in the middle of the 
project, as they cooperated with each other to 
redesign signs and cut costs.

building life skills

"Usually, students have a difficult time 
around the holidays and some behavioral 

issues surface. This year, students were 
calmer and more focused because they felt 

part of something important." 
-- Andrew Dalian, teacher



The grant presented an opportunity that 
would not have happened otherwise, to 
be involved with their community in a 
meaningful way.

Andrew Dalian
Teaching Family Homes
Project Lead Teacher



The Great Lakes Stewardship 
Initiative was launched in 2007 
with the goal of developing 
knowledgeable and active 
stewards of the Great Lakes, 
through hands-on learning in 
schools and communities.
It supports nine regional hubs 
including the Upper Great 
Lakes Stewardship Initiative.

Upper Great Lakes 
Stewardship Initiative

glsi.superiorwatersheds.org
For more information, contact

jenn@superiorwatersheds.org
www.glstewardship.org
906-227-2043

this project is supported by


